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Hives of Hope Well done Leah and Amy New for Christmas?

“How beautiful on the mountains 

are the feet of those who bring 

good news, who proclaim peace, 

who bring good tidings, who 

proclaim salvation”   Isaiah 52 v 7
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                   “The Very Thing the 
               Whole Story Has Been 
               About”.

                 
For the second year, between  Monday 15th December 
and Christmas Eve, I hope to take my place in the rota 
on the steps of St. Anne’s Cathedral with Dean 
Stephen Forde as part of the forty-ninth Black Santa 
Appeal team. 

Last year the Appeal raised some £200,000 which was 
distributed between 104 local charities and Christian 
Aid. This year the focus will be on individuals and 
families living with a diagnosis of Motor Neurone 
Disease (MND), Multiple Sclerosis (MS) and Arthritis.

If you are in Belfast prior to Christmas why not join the 
many other shoppers, revellers and city-centre 
workers who support the Black Santa Appeal. After 
making your contribution you could slip into the 
unique surroundings of the Cathedral and take 
momentary refuge from the festive city-centre 
mayhem.  If you do, I invite you, amidst the spacious 
splendour of the architecture to look up at what are 

          referred to as the portrait heads 
          above the nave pillars. These 
          depict a number of distinguished 
          churchmen and one woman. 
       

           However, the work of this lone 
          female head is almost certainly 
          better known than that of the 
          men. She is the wife of a former 
          Church of Ireland Bishop of Derry 
          and Archbishop of Armagh. That, 
          of course, is not her claim to 
          fame! 

This solitary woman, featured in stone, is none other 
than the celebrated Cecil Frances Alexander, writer of 
many of our favourite hymns, such as “All things  
bright and beautiful” and “There is  a green hill far 
away”. The poems  which provide the lyrics for the 
hymns were penned for children with the intention of 
explaining and making more accessible the words of 
the creeds, particularly the Apostles’ Creed, which 
children were often taught by rote but not  always 
with much comprehension.

I would confidently suggest that Alexander’s best 
known hymn, which first appeared in her 1848 
anthology “Hymns for Little Children”, is that carol 
which signals the beginning of Christmas for many 
people. “Once in royal David’s city…” is featured every
year as the carol which begins the Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols from Kings’ College, Cambridge, a 
service inaugurated in 1919 in the year a nation and 
world were just emerging from the decimation of a 
generation by the First World War. Every year the first 
verse of the carol is sung by a lone voice, usually a boy 
treble, but more recently it has been a girl soprano. In 
a service broadcast live to millions worldwide this 
chorister is chosen by the choirmaster just prior to the 
transmission.  

This is supposedly to ensure the verse is sung by the
strongest voice
on the day. (If
you were one 
of those 
Choristers, how
well would you
sleep the night
 before?).

The choir joins
with the second
verse and there
 is a progressive musical building up through the 
verses to include congregation, organ and a glorious 
descant.

Although now part of a very traditional element of 
Christmas, this children’s hymn of Cecil Frances 
Alexander takes us to what C.S. Lewis described as 
“the central event in the history of the earth – the 
very thing the whole story has been about.”

When you are singing this year look afresh to where 
Cecil Frances Alexander is directing you. In pointing to 
a very real time and a place she draws sharp contrast 
between a royal city, where a royal palace would be 
the expected birthplace, to the humblest of settings.



v.1 “Once in royal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle-shed…  

Here is the certainty of history, not a mere story.

At our service in the beginning of October we joined 
Christians from many denominations in marking the 
1700th anniversary of the Nicene Creed, a creedal 
formulation necessitated by some confusion about the 
nature of Jesus. Those gathered in Nicaea removed 
any doubt and asserted the truth that Jesus was fully 
human and fully divine – the true and only God-man. 

In her carol Cecil Frances captures the essence of the 
name given to Jesus by direction of the angel in a 
dream to Joseph and in keeping with the prophet 
Isaiah:  

The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, 
and they will call him Immanuel – which means “God 
with us.” Matthew 1 v.23

v.2 “He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all….”

In v.3-4 the humanity of Jesus is emphasised:
 v.3-4  “He was little, weak and helpless…”

And then, just as musically the carol drives us from a 
slender solo voice to the participation of full choir, 
congregation, organ and descant, so to theologically 
there is a marked crescendo leading us to the majesty 
of Jesus in verses 5 and 6:

v.5 “… for that Child, so dear and gentle,
is our Lord in heaven above…..”

v.6 “Not in that poor lowly stable
with the oxen standing by,
we shall see Him, but in heaven,
set at God’s right hand on high….”

If you are in St. Anne’s Cathederal, seek out the 
portrait head of that woman Cecil Frances Alexander 
and marvel at the figure – but more significantly, 

marvel at how she managed to give us words that get 
to the heart of Christmas.

God became human so that we humans could live 
with God.

The man on the cross opened the way to heaven, rose 
from the tomb to sit at the Father’s right hand, and 
sent His Spirit to open our eyes to His truth and His 
majesty.

“And our eyes at last shall see Him…… we shall see 
Him, but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on 
high….”

For some in our comfortable, maybe even complacent, 
materialistic culture Christmas has become what one 
commentator wryly observed as “brandy, bon bons 
and bonuses”, idealised as a time of gifts and good 
cheer.

In such a cultural climate religion can be reduced to a 
transactional keeping of the rules whereby we get 
gifts as a reward for being that socially and moral good 
boy or girl.

At this time of giving, Cecil Frances Alexander’s carol 
reminds us that, because Jesus is who he is and has 
done what He has done, we are the ones who can be 
sure that the gift can be ours.

“..we shall see Him, but in heaven
set at God’s right hand on high:
there His children gather round
bright like stars, with glory crowned.”

That’s us. I hope you know it.

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO YOU AND YOURS!

Rev. Colin McClure



Through the autumn First Larne has welcomed Ian 
Bingham of CARE NI to give talks on issues such as 
technology.  This article is a summary of the 
presentation on Artificial Intelligence (AI) with some 
personal observations.

Ian started by explaining that AI has actually been 
around in different forms for many years, but, over the 
last 5 years or so, it has become much more 
advanced.  At its simplest, AI is a computer system 
that has the ability to work things out just like, or even 
better, than a human brain can. It has a lot to do with 
complex mathematical calculations called algorithms – 
that familiar name for software designed to carry out 
a particular task.  AI software can be combined with 
other technology such as cameras, sound equipment 
and other sensors, tools and almost any type of 
computer controlled machine, to change the 
performance of that machine. There are two main 
types of AI  -

Discriminative AI is a form of AI that is able to sort and 
classify information into categories. It can spot 
patterns and make predictions, such a long-term 
forecasts and outcomes within business.

Generative AI (such as ChatGPT) is a more advanced 
form of AI that is able to generate  new, unique and 
original content which has not previously existed.

Both types of current AI are known as “weak” AI. They 
simulate the human brain but remain a simulation.  
“Strong” AI, sometimes known as “General” AI, is a 
form of AI which would actually have intelligence. This 
does not exist yet, and scientists are divided as to 
whether it ever will.  

The speed at which AI tools can process  information, 
find patterns, and present accurate results means it 

can produce amazing results.  It can be used to write 
reports or speeches (even a sermon!), or, 
controversially, create music.   Tech savvy school 
children or older university students can use AI to do 
their work.  Which raises the question is that just 
laziness and cheating or clever use of the technology?

AI is already being used to improve medical diagnoses 
by analysing brain and lung scans.  This is a difficult 
task carried out by specialists, but small signs of 
disease can be missed, because the human eye can’t 
spot them or the analyst gets tired. In 2023, the 
Guardian reported that a new AI tool had proved more 
efficient than current methods at identifying cancer, 
raising the success-rate of identifying cancerous 
nodules in the lung from 67% to 87%.  The BBC has 
reported on AI assisted brain surgery – the AI system 
“learnt” by watching 200 videos of real brain 
operations carried out by humans and can 
“remember” the actions taken by real humans.

AI can improve efficiency in other types of work. 
Following a 10-week trial of computer vision 
technology, Marks & Spencer reported an 80% 
reduction in warehouse accidents.  However, 
efficiency improvements usually mean job losses.  At 
the end of October tech giant Amazon announced 
14,000 job losses because the functions were being 
replaced by AI. 

The use of technology has always changed jobs, going 
back to the start of the industrial revolution, and will 
continue to do so.  Robots have been used in car 
manufacturing for around 40 years, reliably doing the 
same task over and over again.  AI may accelerate this 
trend ……… and they may be producing driverless cars, 
also driven by AI systems.

Ian went on to describe a second more disturbing 
technological advancement - Deep fake technology. 
This is the ability to create a video of someone that 
seems very real and believable, but it is in fact fake. It 
is so advanced, sophisticated and convincing, that it 
can fool people into thinking it really is the person 
when in fact, it is not. A person’s face, facial 
expressions and voice is analysed using AI technology, 
and a digital face and voice is created. This can then 
be superimposed onto a different person, so it seems 
that they are real, but it is totally fake!  

This type of technology can be used to make funny, 
but harmless, spoof videos or, much more sinister 
material such as pornography or violence.  People in

Artificial Intelligence – Good or Bad?



the public eye such as politicians, actors and TV 
personalities are often the target. Revenge 
pornographic videos placed online are becoming a 
serious criminal problem for the police as are the use 
of deep fake videos to spread disinformation to 
mislead voters during an election or to incite civil 
unrest, and to promote addictions such as gambling. 

Ian also described the “Metaverse” for us, explaining 
that at first, it can be hard to get your head around 
what it actually is, but it is essentially the next 
generation of the internet. It is the interface between 
physical reality and virtual reality. It is essentially a 
way to be online in a fully immersive, 3D or 4D 
experience where you can interact with real people in 
a virtual platform. Nothing is physical – it is all in a 
virtual world. We look AT the internet, but we are IN 
the Metaverse as a virtual version of ourselves – an 
avatar. You simply put on a virtual reality (VR) headset 
and away we go.    Think of it like an extension of

existing Zoom call technology using virtual reality 
headsets to produce a 3D image at either end of the 
communication.  Listening to this explanation whilst 
sitting on a rather uncomfortable chair in Room 4, I 
did think that my eyes might see the images and my 
ears hear the sound, but other parts of my anatomy 
were definitely drawing attention back to the real 
world.  Then again, I am old, and young people are 
more open to new technology.   But there lies a 
problem.  There is already a disconnect from human 
contact when people obsessively use their mobile 
phones.  Virtual reality communications may well 
expand that disconnect.  But human beings need 
human contact for their well-being. 

Mr Bingham, although enthusiastic about the internet 
and technology, was frank in his assessment that there 
is a really serious warning for everyone using the 
internet.   
DO NOT BELIEVE ALL THAT YOU READ ON THE 
INTERNET.  
There are reputable websites which verify and report 

the truth, but there are many websites which are 
false.   St. Paul’s advice can be applied to the internet -  
“Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every 
kind of evil.”   1st Thessalonians 5 v 21-22.

To give a Biblical perspective Mr Bingham suggested 
three biblical passages which may guide our thoughts 
on new technology – Philippians 4 v 8, Ephesians 5 v 
15-16 and 1st Timothy 6 v 17-19.  They are all worth 
reading but here is verse 17 from 1st Timothy.

“Command those who are rich in this present world 
not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth” 
(or technology) “which is so uncertain, but to put 
their hope in God, who richly provides us with 
everything” (including technology) “for our 
enjoyment.”

Ultimately Artificial Intelligence is just a tool and is 
neither inherently good or evil.   Whether it is 
beneficial or harmful depends on how humans use it. 
Ian concluded by reminding us that this is the world 
that we now live in. We can’t just bury  our heads in 
the sand and pretend that these modern technological 
advances don’t exist. They do. They are the current 
reality of our 21st century world, and so, as Christians 
and the church, we must acknowledge this new 
technology and find ways, both individually and 
collectively church to harness it for “good and for 
God!”
 
If you are interested in AI and the ethics of using AI 
more information can be found on the Care website 
care.org.uk/cause/technology.  
The BBC website has a large library of AI related news 
on the Technology section of the BBC website 
bbc.co.uk/news/technology.

Many thanks to Ian Bingham for his help in writing this 
article.       Ed.

Ian Bingham will be back in First Larne in the New Year 
for three more informative evenings -
Jan 25th  : Abortion in N. Ireland – the story so far.
Feb 22nd : Helping families who are struggling.
Mar 22nd : Tackling N. Ireland’s gambling addiction.
  

Credit Kamran Aydinov on freepik



This year’s World Development Appeal (WDA) will 
support projects in Africa, Asia and Central America.  

Southern and eastern Africa have, for several years, 
been hit by a succession of droughts and floods with 
poor agricultural practices and deforestation making 
matters worse.  The outcome has been poverty and 
malnutrition.  

In Asia, Pakistan suffered massive floods in 2022 
wiping out homes, killing livestock and damaging 
agricultural land in communities reliant on farming.  
The affected areas struggle to recover from the 
devastation.  

The Dominican Republic has seen an influx of refugees 
fleeing the horrific gang violence in neighbouring Haiti 
which has caused environmental damage and raised 
community tensions.  

The WDA will support Christian Aid and Tear Fund 
projects in Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
DRC, Dominican Republic, Honduras, India and 
Pakistan.

The focus project is in Honduras, a country  in central  
America with coasts on the Gulf of Mexico and the 
Pacific.  Around 25% larger than Ireland, it has a 
population of just over 10 million people.  Honduras 
has a tropical climate and a mainly agricultural 
economy with crops including bananas and coffee.

Around 60% of the population live in poverty and 19% 
of children under 5 years of age have impaired 
development often due to malnutrition.   Western 
Honduras is particularly susceptible to climate change 
being located in the so called “Dry Corridor which has 
frequent droughts.  Within Western Honduras the 
Lempira region is the poorest in Honduras.

Christian Aid is working through a faith-based 
organisation in Lempira called  The Christian 
Organisation for Integral Development of Honduras 

(OCDIH) which works with indigenous communities on 
a range of small projects including bee keeping, fish 
farming and coffee production. 

Beekeeping has proven very successful and income 
generated through selling honey helps to support  
families and provide for the education of the children. 
The co-operative business model also creates  a strong 
cohesion between the families taking part.  Women 
are actively involved and grow in confidence as they 
learn new skills, grow the business and support one 
another.   The community also gain much better 
awareness of how important it is to look after and 
maintain the environment.  OCDIH is providing 
training in beekeeping, and helping to produce and 
market the honey. 

Maria has three children and runs a small shop from 
her home. She received two hives two years ago and 
has now divided them into four. She wants to build up 
the number of hives to ten and then start selling the 
honey.  For her it has been life changing….

“It was a dream. I wanted
to have those beehives,
but I couldn’t.  Thanks to
Christian Aid, this dream
became a reality.”

“My husband helps me 
build them, he's the one
who makes the frames.  
It is a family team effort. 
My small daughter also, 
She loves watching them. 
My daughter says these ones are going to be mine and 
I tell her no, they are from God!”

“If you could pray for this project, because  I hope it 
can continue growing and please pray for our families 
so that God can give us the wisdom to manage it, the 
few that we have to manage it.”

Simple home-made hives – but they work! 



Ethiopia is grappling with the effects of climate 
change.  Agriculture is vulnerable to drought and there 
have been disease outbreaks and locust infestations, 
all of which are contributing to a surge in extreme 
poverty. As a result, more than 10 million people 
across the nation are in urgent need of 
humanitarian assistance. 

The Tearfund project in Ethiopia, works through MKC
(Meserete Kristos Church Relief and Development 
Association) and TDA (Terepeza Development 
Association). 

The community in Meskan is dependent on 
agriculture. MKC are teaching people environmentally 
friendly farming techniques and green livelihood skills, 

like bee-keeping, to equip people to manage their 
natural resources sustainably. 

The range of projects supported by the 2025 World 
Development Appeal will include measures such as 
reforestation, establishment of self-help groups, 
training in sustainable agriculture and business skills.  
Most of the partners are church based groups who 
also have a role in reducing conflict by countering hate 
speech and building shared understanding between 
different groups of people.

The projects are individually on a relatively small scale 
but are vitally important to those communities.

Donation envelopes for the appeal will be distributed 
from First Larne in the weeks before Christmas.  
Additional envelopes will also be available in the 
vestibule.  Following our tradition a specific collection 
for the appeal will be made at the Christmas Day 
service, but donations can be received before then 
and up to the end of December.   Donations can also 
be made online at 
presbyterianireland.org/giving/world-development-
appeal.

Blythswood says ‘Thank you’ to all who provided 
shoeboxes and donations this year.  Thanks also to the 
young people and staff of the Transitions class in 
Roddensvale School who wrapped shoeboxes for our 
church members to fill.

We supplied 55 boxes to the depot in Ballyclare, an 
increase on last year, which is very welcome.  Last year 
Blythswood sent over 85,000 shoeboxes to eight 
different countries – Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, 
Kosovo, Moldova, Romania, Serbia and Ukraine with a 
similar distribution underway this year. 

Despite the difficulties that they face everyday – 
through poverty, illness, disability or other 
disadvantages – receiving a shoebox brings such joy to 
children and adults in Eastern Europe, that their faces 
light up with huge smiles. From those receiving your 
gifts, the ‘Thank You’ comes from the heart.

Janet and Robin Tweed

Blythswood Care Shoe Box Appeal 2025



The annual Kirkpatrick Cup competition took place in the Sports Hall on Saturday 1st  November 2025. Ten rinks 
drawn from the Larne & District Indoor Bowling League took part. 

After several hotly contested games, two Clubs made it through to the final, one rink from Cairndhu, skipped by 
Mark Petticrew and one rink form First Larne, skipped by Jonathan Millar.   In a very entertaining and skilful 8 
ends of play, Cairndhu edged ahead of First Larne to lay claim to the winner’s trophy.

Thanks to June Moore and Moira Swann who ensured everyone had coffee, tea and biscuits.

Thanks to First Larne Presbyterian Church for their continued support.

Rodney Moore

Kirkpatrick Cup 2025

Rodney Moore and Moira Swann 
made the presentations to 
runners-up, First Larne, Jonathan 
Millar, Derek Craig jnr. Josie Burch
 and Tommy Close……….. and to 
the winners, Cairndhu Indoor
Bowling Club, Caleb Lyness, Barry
Petticrew, Darren Taylor and 
Mark Petticrew.

Guides is back! We now have up to nine girls aged 10-
12 meeting every other Friday night in Room 4. We do 
games, sports, tuck shop and activities including building 
bridges (with straws) and a Halloween disco!

We also laid a wreath at the Cenotaph on Remembrance 
Sunday.

We have plenty of room for more girls and volunteers -
please contact us on  07708205483 or e-mail  
3rdLarneGuides@gmail.com.

  Heather and Kathryn.

Third Larne Guides

mailto:3rdLarneGuides@gmail.com


The Big Tidy-up

In the summer it had become very clear that the area behind 
the Sports Hall was in need of a good tidy up, with overgrown 
vegetation and lots of weeds.   So, over four evenings in late 
summer, a group of determined volunteers went to work.

There were men with strimmers, hedge cutters and some 
vicious looking chainsaws.  Determined ladies with loppers, 
brushes and rakes cleared away the growing pile of debris, 
filling builders’ bags, and others dragged the bags and bigger 
bits to Tommy’s lorry, where somebody had to solve the puzzle 
of fitting two lorries worth into one.

Thankfully for those puffing and sweating some of the 
ladies were on hand to provide drinks (and chocolate) to 
keep hydration and  energy levels up.  

Grateful thanks to everyone who helped and saved our 
church a fortune by their hard work.
   Shirley Torbitt

Overgrown 

bushes & weeds, 

weeds and more 

weed … some 4 

feet high !



Truth and Love in a Polarized World
In the stillness of the manger, heaven’s truth and love 
met face to face - showing us the way to speak, live, 
and love like Christ.

Be honest — as you sit down for Christmas dinner this 
year, are you armed and ready with “anecdotes and 
data” you hope to share, or quietly praying that a few 
familiar topics never come up?

We live in a world that feels increasingly divided. 
Conversations that once felt safe now quickly turn 
tense — about politics, morality, even small matters of 
opinion.   The media (both social and traditional) 
amplifies the noise, rewarding outrage and sarcasm 
more than understanding. It’s easy to feel as though 
we must take sides: we can either be people of truth 
or people of love, but not both.

This is often called living in a silo or an echo chamber. 
The polarisation amplified online is now reflected 
everywhere - a mindset that says, “If you’re not in my 
camp, you have no place with me.” The algorithms 
and artificial intelligence that shape much of the 
digital world are designed not to give us truth, but to 
keep us engaged — showing us what they think we 
want to see or hear. Their goal is not truth, but 
attention.

The world around us, and the world online is missing 
two vital virtues: truth and love. Yet Scripture calls us 
to something higher. In Ephesians 4:15, Paul urges 
believers to “speak the truth in love,” so that we might 
grow up into Christ. Truth and love are not competing 
virtues; they are companions that find perfect 
harmony in Jesus Himself.

When we look at Christ, we see One who never 
compromised truth yet never ceased to love. He 
confronted sin with absolute clarity, but His heart was 
always moved with compassion. When faced with the 
woman caught in adultery, He neither condemned nor 
condoned — He forgave and called her to holiness. His 
truth was never harsh; His love was never blind.

Truth and Love Meet in a Manger
At Christmas, we celebrate the moment when 
heaven’s truth and love met face to face; in a child 
lying in a manger. John writes that Jesus came “full of 
grace and truth” (John 1:14). In Him, we see what the 
world cannot seem to hold together: perfect truth and 
perfect love. Our world often demands we choose 
between the two. Some prize truth but forget 
tenderness; others embrace love but fear speaking 

truth. Yet Christ came to show that real love never 
abandons truth, and real truth never lacks love.

In His life and ministry, Jesus spoke words that pierced 
hearts and healed them at the same time. He called 
sin what it was, yet did so with eyes of compassion 
and hands ready to forgive. The cross - and the cradle 
that pointed toward it - are the clearest pictures of 
love and truth embracing.

This Christmas, when disagreements and tensions can 
easily flare, let’s remember the One we follow. To 
speak truth without love is to miss His heart; to love 
without truth is to lose His message. Our challenge is 
to follow His example - to hold fast to what is true 
without becoming proud or unkind, and to love 
others deeply without softening or twisting the 
truth. This is not easy; it requires the humility of one 
who knows they’ve been shown great mercy.
  
In daily life, this might mean pausing before we speak 
(or post), asking: “Does this reflect both the truth of 
Christ and the gentleness of His Spirit?”
 
It might mean listening carefully to those we disagree 
with, remembering that they too are made in God’s 
image. 

It might mean choosing unity in the church over 
winning an argument.

A good starting position to hold is remembering your 
own sin, remembering how much you have been 
forgiven.  If you have been forgiven much you will 
have the same mindset for others.

Truth and Love Meet on a Roman Cross
The cross is where truth and love meet most clearly. 
There, God declared the truth about our sin — and at 
the same moment displayed the depth of His love for 
sinners. Because we are recipients of such grace, we 
are called to become channels of it.

May the Lord teach us to speak truthfully, love 
tenderly, and walk humbly — so that, in a polarized 
world, others might see in us a glimpse of the One 
who is “full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)

“For the law was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ.”  John 1:17

                Ben McFall



First Larne BB Junior Section took part in a craft project suggested by BBNI. 
The boys painted the bottom of drinks bottles to create the poppy heads, 
stuck on black centres and added stalks.  The poppies were displayed in 
the grass outside church over the time of Remembrance. The boys also 
learned why and when Remembrance Day came about and the meaning of 
the four different coloured poppies.  Red, the traditional “Flanders Field” 
poppy; black, recognising the war efforts of African, Black, Caribbean, 
Pacific Island and indigenous communities; purple, representing the 
suffering and death of millions of donkeys, horses and other animals killed 
during the wars; and white, the sometimes controversial “peace poppy”. 
 

In September, Christian Aid held an event in Newtownbreda 

Presbyterian Church to thank supporters for their fundraising 

efforts during Christian Aid week.  It was announced that the 

total raised was an amazing £325,427.  Larne Christian Aid 

group raised more than £12,000, including Gift Aid.

Larne volunteers Lorna, Davy and Lily Swann with Lily’s friend 

Poppy, Sandy and Margaret Lindsay and Elaine Lee are pictured. 

Robin and Janet Tweed also attended, but missed the photo 

opportunity. 

As always, thank you to our congregation for your 
financial support throughout the year. In a time when 
our expenses are increasing and our income is 
shrinking, we appreciate your contributions.

We have so far managed to avoid using our reserve 
funds to pay bills and staff but we would appreciate 
any increase in your giving to enable us to avoid using 
these reserves. We have enough money in our 
Maintenance Account to keep our premises in good 
order.

Our target of honour for United Appeal is £15314 and 
we have already sent off £11800, so we hope to meet 
our target.

We will close the books for the year on Sunday 28th 
December. Any money received after this date will be 
carried forward to 2026.

Thanks and blessings to all.

Shirley and Glynis, Treasury Team

In the weeks up to Christmas we will be making our 

annual collection in support of the Presbyterian 

Children’s Society.  Door to door collectors may call 

with you, but not all districts are covered.  If no one 

calls, you can put your contribution in an envelope  

marked “Presbyterian Children’s Society” and bring it 

to church on Sunday, or leave it in to the Church Office 

during the week or into the secure letterbox at the 

entrance to the Link Corridor.  If you pay tax you can 

increase your donation by 25% by completing a Gift 

Aid form for the Society.  If you have any queries 

please contact June Bryson.   

Alternatively you can contribute online at 

www.presbyterianchildrenssociety.org . 

In these difficult times the need of many families is 

growing and your thoughtfulness is appreciated.

Presbyterian Children’s Society Annual Collection

Thank you from our Treasury Team

Thank you from Christian Aid

Poppies for young men

http://www.presbyterianchildrenssociety.org/
http://www.presbyterianchildrenssociety.org/
http://www.presbyterianchildrenssociety.org/
http://www.presbyterianchildrenssociety.org/
http://www.presbyterianchildrenssociety.org/


BB GB photos

BB and GB Enrolment Day 

On Sunday 16th November, we celebrated our young people with the annual 

enrolment service for the Captain’s, Officers, Leaders and the girls and boys in 

our Boys Brigade and Girls Brigade.

The Girls Brigade Captain, Deborah Dines, watched on as 

Leah Dines and Amy Henry received their Sub-Officer 

certificates from Rev. McClure.  Leah and Amy were 

enrolled as Sub-Officers following completion of their 

training.

(“Lamby”, although very well turned out in a GB top, did 

not receive any awards, but did get a few “aahs” ).



A visit to Cavanaleck Presbyterian Church in September 2024 
gave the opportunity for some of our lady members  to see the 
display of banners which had been made by members of that 
congregation. Some of the banners depicted scenes from the 
Bible and others made for special times during the church year 
- Easter, Harvest, Christmas, and Baptism. 

Inspired by the visit, we decided to have a go ourselves! Our 
first venture was to make two banners for Harvest last year, 
with the children from Kids Church.  This Autumn we  decided 
to challenge ourselves to make two Christmas Banners to be 
displayed in the vestibule. Over a few evenings the banners 
were planned and created.    It was both 
challenging and enjoyable! Most of us had
the enthusiasm but perhaps less of the 
"know-how" and relied on being guided by
those who had the knowledge and skills.   It
was good to be able to explore and use our 
creativity to make visual items for worship.

Interested in banner-making opportunities? 
There may be more in the future and you 
are very welcome to be part of the fun.

Lynda, Sharon, Lorna, Shirley, Jane.

Over the past year, we have been in contact with a 
newly formed congregation in Malawi. Zaro Church, 
part of PCI partner the Presbyterian Church of East 
Africa, are keen to build a relationship with First Larne 
congregation. Friends of First Larne, Rev Robin Quinn, 
Rev Jim Campbell and Dr Matt Williams who know 
Malawi well, have been assisting our Kirk Session and 
together we are satisfied with the integrity of the 
people, their minister and what they seek to do.

Zaro is an area of subsistence farming, and the 
Christian people have few resources, each growing 
what they need to eat. Despite their lack of resources, 
they have been able to call their first minister 
Rev. Maere.    Their vision is to build and 
worship in their first Meeting House, so much
better than worshipping under the trees.

Church members have cleared the site and
dug foundations. A youth camp has made the
bricks, now baked hard in the sun.    As the 
photograph shows, the brickwork has been
completed.

Their Minister has requested assistance from First 
Larne with the roofing of their Meeting House. This is 
to cost £4,500 and they prayerfully ask for our help.

In the New Year, our Kirk Session plan to invite your 
prayers, your gifts and your fundraising to help put the 
roof on this new church.    What a difference it will 
make to the congregation who have been worshipping 
under trees for 10 years! 

               Robin Tweed  Clerk of Session

News from Malawi

Inspired ladies get creative!



CHURCH REGISTER
BAPTISMS
John Alexander Magill  24 Greenway   19th October 2025

MARRIAGES
Heather Mary Adams and David Sinclair     12th September 2025

DEATHS
Angela Wilson  20 Pound Green Court  13th August 2025
Frances (“Frankie”) Dobbin  81 Coast Road  19th August 2025
Robert Craig    26 Circular Road  29th August 2025
Nathaniel McClean   5 Curran Fold   8th September 2025
Sydney (“Cass”) Porter   11 St. Andrew’s Point, Ballyhalbert 11th September 2025
Joanna Mary (“Joan”) Davidson 12 Greenland Grove  24th September 2025
Robert Dooris   formerly of 112 Mill Brae  5th October 2025
Margaret Neill   3 Chelmsford Place  21st October 2025
Stuart Dennis Grady  29 McNeill Court  20th October 2025
Maureen Elliott McCartney  Larne Nursing Home  30th October 2025
   (formerly 19 Mill Brae) 
John (Jackie) Gibson  formerly of 12 Greenland Crescent        17th November 2025
 



NEW EVENING SERIES
Where?  Room 4

When?  See scheduled dates, at 7pm commencing 
on 7th September.



A First Larne Baptism……  and a wedding               

John Alexander Magill was baptised on 19th October.  

Also pictured are his parents  Chris and Eileen, 

sisters Amy-Ellen (at the front) and Megan, and Rev. 

McClure.

AND FINALLY..................

In communist Red Russia, there was a famous weather 
man called Rudolf.  His forecasts were astonishingly 
accurate and he was widely respected.  One night in 
December, despite clear skies, he forecast on the 6pm 
news that a violent storm was approaching which 
would flood the town in which he lived. He warned 
the people to prepare for the worst.

When he came home his wife, Olga, met him at the 
door and started arguing that he had made a terrible 
mistake. It had been a beautiful day and there wasn't 
a cloud within 20 miles. He told her she should listen 
to him, he knew what he was talking about, it was 
going to rain and rain very heavily.  They argued so 
much that they went to bed not speaking.

During the night, one of the worst storms on record 
hit the town.  Next morning, when Rudolf and Olga 
arose, they looked out the window and saw their town 
flooded. There was even water lapping against their 
front door even though they lived up a hill.

"See," said Rudolf, "I told you it was going to rain.“

“OK, ok, you were right……. again” said Olga rather 
begrudgingly, “but how did you know?”

Rudolf just smiled… "You see, Rudolf the Red knows 
rain dear!"

First Larne Presbyterian Church, Inver Road, Larne Tel 028 28269968
Minister : Rev Dr Colin D McClure Tel 028 28272441 Mobile : 0798 4030881
E-mail : admin@firstlarne.org.uk   www.firstlarne.org.uk    www.facebook.com/Firstlarne

Now There’s a Thought

A thought for the most powerful men in the 
world?

Power is of two kinds. One is obtained by the 
fear of punishment and the other by acts of 
love. Power based on love is a thousand times 
more effective and permanent then the one 
derived from fear of punishment.  

  Mahatma Gandhi

David Sinclair and Heather Adams were married by 

Rev. McClure on 12th September.

Big Jeff’s Big Day…

Jeff McClure received the 
British Empire Medal on 
30th September at 
Hillsborough Castle.  The 
honour, awarded for Jeff’s 
service in the NI 
Ambulance Service, was 
presented by the Lord 
Lieutenant of Co. Antrim, 
Mr David McCorkell.
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